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Failure
Friend of the Cross
JEN HUTSON

T

The air was still, and the classroom lacked
the shelter of white noise to conceal the
sound of my racing heart. My face appeared
indifferent, but my mind was in a state of
terror. It was my poetry seminar class in the
spring of 2001. My turn to receive feedback
had arrived. I was petrified of criticism because my definition of failure was anything
less than perfection. Perfection was not an
ideal for me, but a being that kept me enslaved with harsh criticism and visions of a
dark future.
Only some of us are “perfectionists,”
but nearly everyone harbors a fear of failure. Why does failure cause such trepidation or send us into defensive maneuvers?

DEFINING FAILURE
At best, failure is uncomfortable. At worst,
agonizingly so. We dislike experiences that
reveal we are not all-sufficient as we had
hoped. We are ashamed of our inability to
perform correctly the first time. We want the
end result, the triumph, without the growing pains. But to our displeasure, failure is
an essential component of achievement and
maturation.
Failure cultivates humility and shapes
our character for good. As a form of adversity, it develops resilience. When we avoid
it, we stunt our growth and leave behind
greater maturity. Some lessons can only be
learned in the school of failure. As Bill Gates
said, “Success is a lousy teacher. It seduces
smart people into thinking they can’t lose.”

FAILING AS A FOLLOWER
What’s beyond the wisdom of Bill Gates and
our secular culture? What does failure offer
a Christ-follower?
We first look to the spiritual greats in
the Bible who failed, some innocently, some
willfully. We examine those who failed at
even the simplest of tasks – “Stay awake and
keep watch with me while I pray.” How does
God receive such people?

Countless biographies answer the
question:
David – His story includes adultery,
murder, pride, and poor parenting. Yet he
was named a man after God’s own heart. He
also bears the privilege of being in Jesus’ genealogy to demonstrate his royal lineage.
Moses – He murdered, ran away, argued with God about his abilities, and made
great mistakes in anger. But at the end of his
life, he was tenderly buried by God alone.
He also appeared at Jesus’ transfiguration.
Elijah – Burnout and discouragement
caused him to run away from God. But at
the end of his life, he was taken triumphantly into heaven, later appearing with Moses
at the transfiguration of Jesus.
Peter – Known for denying Jesus,
he had an unbridled tongue and struggled
openly with his faith. But following the resurrection, Jesus visited him to renew their
connection and to remind Peter of his identity as a follower of Christ.
These men were sinful and imperfect.
But they pursued their heavenly Father and
lived life Coram Deo – before the face of
God. Centuries later, we read David’s confessions and make them our own. We see
Peter as a spiritually mature leader. We see
men who humbled themselves in repentance for failure. Throughout Scripture, we
see a God who transforms places of failure.

PLACING THE CROSS AT OUR
FAILURES
We do not live under the law, but the cross.
When we put the cross at our failures, they
are uprighted, redeemed. We are freed
from perfectionism, but compelled to excellence. The two are different ideals, but
often confused. Excellence glorifies God. It
follows his lead and depends upon his Spirit
to bring us into his likeness. Perfectionism
is a sickly shadow of excellence that springs
from pride. It depends on self.
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When we put the cross at our failures, they are uprighted, redeemed. We
are freed from perfectionism, but compelled to excellence.

Excellence is generous and is lived out
before God, whereas perfectionism hides in
the heart and cloisters in selfishness. It allows little room for failure and therefore
gleans no wisdom from it. Perfectionism
mocks the cross and cheapens grace. In contrast, excellence lives at the foot of the cross.
How would my seminar class have
changed if I had lived by the cross? My face
would have been bright with redemption,
my heart open. Perfection would have had
no voice. I would not have feared failure,
because we worship a God who can redeem
sin itself! Rather than fixating on failure, we
rely on the power of God’s Spirit to bring us
into excellence.
Failure is a friend of the cross. It is an
invitation from God to lean into him and
draw from his strength.

Praying in the Face of Failure
The next time you find yourself on
the far side of failure, let your voice rise as
David’s, so you may emerge wiser and in a
greater resemblance to your Savior. If lifting
your failures to God seems unfamiliar, consider the following prayer a helpful guideline:

Lean into me child, once again
and see your failure uprighted –
see your strength rise
as your dependence deepens.
And from your failure will grow
a vigorous blossom, not fragile.
But it only grows
at the end of your strength.
So fear not!
My plans are durable
and your failure is but
a seed in my hand,
growing how I command,
lovely and dazzling as it
springs forth, a testament

O Christ I come timidly again

to me, and my grace

to draw from your strength.

for you.

I have failed and imagine
the sky crashing down upon me.
I fear for the wrong I have done
and the wake I leave behind.
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Profile of the Graduate

Zach Raber on pursuing godliness while
connecting with others in a creative career
Zach Raber graduated from Coram Deo
Academy in 2018. In this interview, Zach
discusses how his time at Coram Deo Academy prepared him to engage with others as a
creative Christian in the entertainment industry.
Where are you now? Tell us about your career and family.
I attend Columbia College
Chicago and live on campus
in the South Loop downtown.
Along with my major in Advertising, with a focus in Creative
Art Direction, I tacked on two
minors in Social Media Digital
Strategy and Fiction Writing.
Since graduating from
Coram Deo Academy, my career has moved in two directions. First is my side hobby
with fashion photography.
Over the past few years, I have
landed several images and interviews in publications such as Buzzfeed,
Sophisticated Living, and IndyStar. In the
summer of 2018, I had the opportunity to
fly out-of-state to shoot images for a magazine. The second direction is branding. I
currently work for ColorJar, a small boutique branding firm in Chicago.
My family has been incredibly supportive during the formative times of choosing what to study in school. Having kids who
gravitate toward art-related fields and who
seek a career in an entertainment-centric
industry can be a little intimidating for parents, especially in Christian circles. But my
family has been instrumental in reframing

the stigma behind young people with a
Christian worldview going into entertainment. They’re never afraid to dive into
the tricky conversations and to continue
to motivate me to use my God-given gifts
constructively. So, thanks Mom & Dad —
the world needs more parents doing what
you’re doing.
When did you realize, “Wow,
my education really did influence my entire life!”?
Though it’s an everyday thing,
it really clicked when I was
hired at Hamilton County
Tourism. The writing skills
and critical thinking methods I’d learned in school were
highly applicable to the workplace. That’s when I realized
that good education doesn’t
just pump you full of information. It develops you as a creative, problem-solving asset.
Dates and facts might make you
a more educated human being, but the ability to comfortably grapple with big-picture
ideas is what makes you prepared for higher
education and invaluable in the workplace.
hello
Work and education are two of the
biggest gifts given to us. If you have access to
both, you’re already miles ahead. The sooner one looks at those two things as a luxury
and a privilege, the better. When I began to
tailor-fit my education to enhance the skills
I most needed in the workplace, that’s when
I fully unlocked the joy of education. When
you wake up and think, “I get to go to work,
I get to go to school”, you know you’re in the
right headspace for success.
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“The world has done an
excellent job in propagating
the idea that the Christian
worldview doesn’t belong in
academic spheres. I reject
this idea.”
What did Coram Deo Academy teach you?
What’s the big takeaway?
This might not be an expected answer, but
Coram Deo Academy taught me how to play
devil’s advocate. I was surprised when some
teachers would argue for sides I knew for
sure they didn’t actually stand for. I realized
that this form of constructive argument and
problem-solving was essential.
If you live in an echo chamber, you’ll
never be prepared for defending your beliefs in the real world. Our mission isn’t
solely to share our beliefs with those who
already agree. It’s our mission to go into the
world and share the truth, to provide reason for why we stand by what we stand by.
Echo chambers might be reinforcing, but
they fail to prepare us for what we face outside a “churched” setting. I’m thankful I had
teachers who brought this strategy into the
classroom. Without this truth, I would’ve
been massively unprepared for my later
years.
What stands out about the relationships
you developed at Coram Deo? Do you still
have connections at the school?
The school has matured a lot. Most of the
people I knew from my days back with CDA
have graduated or been called to other places. In fact, my brother Alex is the longest-attending student currently at the school.
What most encouraged me was when people from CDA reached out to me after graduation. Interestingly enough, the people
who engaged in these conversations were
not people I expected to do so. It wasn’t even
those individuals I’d known the longest. To
me, this was further confirmation that God

has a plan for who He’s going to bring into
your life later on, even if that plan doesn’t
shape out how you thought it would.
How does classical Christian education
help you feel prepared to be a scholar and
disciple?
Christian thinkers need to engage in the “big
conversations,” not just in the classroom or
at church. The world is hungry for answers
and for truth. As Christians, we don’t have
all the answers — we’re never promised
the perfect way to answer all the big questions. But what we do have is a framework
through which to navigate these questions
on our quest for truth. We’re taught how to
love based on Jesus’ model of perfect love.
Love casts out fear. A lot of times, big conversations illicit fear. When non-believers
see Christians wrestling with big questions
from a place of peace, they begin to be more
receptive to hearing about the source of that
peace.
Coram Deo taught me how to show
Christ to others during these real-life conversations — something far more effective
and non-confrontational than knocking on
doors and passing out pamphlets. I’m not
sure when the church became so impersonal and sterilized with the way it witnesses
to the world. But the way we share Christ
should look as much His example as possible. No commercial reinvention is needed. We don’t need to streamline the system.
When I share truth, instruction on how to
go about that doesn’t come from a church
program or a popular evangelist. It comes
from Jesus’ example.
What was your favorite aspect of the
school?
A small, private school will always have
strength in its autonomy. Red tape kills student ingenuity. I witnessed this first hand at
other schools; sprawling rules and regulations limit student’s potential. For a while,
I led an art club at CDA. Years later, I lead a
similar club at a public school, and I can assure you, getting it off the ground was much
more difficult. The freedom to speak up and
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contribute is what makes a small school
strong. There’s a sense of individualism and
personal voice that doesn’t reside elsewhere.
Every family contributes a noticeable feel to
the school experience. I urge students with
that small community privilege to leverage
that opportunity and not take it for granted.
Have a club concept or an idea you’d like to
see implemented? Speak up!
In your experience, what has been the biggest advantage of your background? Biggest pitfall?
The biggest advantage I’ve had is
learning how to streamline the way I integrate the Christian worldview into
non-Christian circles. I’m not apologetic in
the way I profess my truth. Learning effective and non-compromising communication is essential. The world has done an excellent job in propagating the idea that the
Christian worldview doesn’t belong in academic spheres. I reject this idea and think
Christians need to push back against this in
an intelligent way.
My biggest pitfall was falling into the
habit of judging someone’s character based
solely on religious affiliation (or lack thereof). God worked on me with this one very
quickly and reminded me that His kingdom
is not an exclusive club. Isolationist idealism isn’t scriptural. Jesus spent his time with
thieves, prostitutes, and sorcerers. If that
makes you uncomfortable, it’s probably
time to re-read Jesus’ teachings. Christianity
is not a cult.
Some of the most bitter people I’ve
encountered have loudly professed Christ.
Conversely, some of the kindest people I’ve
met have renounced religion altogether.
This is an uncomfortable reality. What I’ve
been taught through this is that as Christians, we cannot write off those who are of
this world. If we don’t influence them, who
will? We shouldn’t be afraid of the world. Jesus wasn’t. He was the first to embrace the
fallen and simultaneously point towards
higher places. Unfortunately, private Christian education can lead to a non-constructive elitism if it’s not implemented

correctly. It’s not us versus them. The sooner we follow the Biblical example Jesus set
for us regarding this matter, the better.
What do you want your legacy to look like?
I want to be known for disarming fear — fear
of the world, fear of success, fear of other’s
opinions on the trajectory of one’s journey.
I want that attitude to be contagious and recentering.
We’ve all been instilled with a powerful set of gifts by our Creator, but we often allow fear to limit the way that purpose
unfolds. In Matthew 25, we see the consequences of not being good stewards over
what we’ve been given. We’re hardwired
for purpose, we just have to act in a manner
dedicated to exercising what’s been given
to us. There shouldn’t be a divorce between
our talents, careers, and our spirituality.
Successfully utilizing personal giftings isn’t
something to apologize for or run from. It
should be celebrated. I’d like to empower
others to realize that for themselves.
What’s next for you?
Lately, I’ve been faced with a lot of directional choices. In an effort to not pigeon-hole
myself into a single career, it’s widened me
out a lot. I’m at the point where I’ve got two
promising opportunities, but both involve
two very separate careers. One is exploring
more with the branding firm I’m currently
working for. I’ve had the privilege to work
under exceedingly talented individuals with
decades of industry experience who are setting me miles ahead. The second is an offer
from Wilhelmina, one of the largest modeling agencies in the world, to create visual
content.
I’m always fighting “imposter syndrome,” feelings of inadequacy that persist despite success, and opportunities like
these can agitate those feelings. This is the
very thing that I want to alleviate in others.
Working through “imposter syndrome” in
myself equips me to assist others in overcoming these feelings and help maximize
their attitude for unlocking purpose.
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What do you and your wife feel was beneficial about your own education? What was
lacking? How did both your experiences
influence your decisions regarding your
children’s education?
I [Mike] had a private education that
stressed discipline and humility, along with
a challenging curriculum. In grade school,
I enjoyed a small community with a weekly church service. Religion was a required
course from grade school through high
school. Upon reflection, I know God gave
me wisdom and discernment through my
education that I have used and will continue using throughout the rest of my life. The
challenging curriculum kept me interested
in learning, which was important to both of
us when considering our children’s education.

The Formation
of Faithfulness
A Conversation with
MIKE & MELISSA WOJCIK

In this interview, Mike and Melissa Wojcik,
parents of Abigail and Michael and current
Coram Deo Academy family, share how they came
to value classical education’s focus on building a
strong foundation of faith in young people.
How did you find yourselves starting a family and living in northern Indianapolis?
We met and married while living in the Chicago area. We had always dreamed of living
near the mountains, so when the opportunity presented itself to move to Colorado, we
took it. Although our four years in Colorado were incredible, we missed our extended
family in Wisconsin and Illinois.
We always loved Indiana and spent
many weekend getaways here when we lived
in Illinois. When an opportunity to move
back to the Midwest arose, we prayed that
God would work everything out for us if it
was His will. Here we are.

I [Melissa] attended public school and
recall mostly memorizing and regurgitating
information on demand. We were not challenged in the areas that our kids are. We did
not learn about ancient civilizations, speak
in public, nor engage in much discussion
until high school. Even in high school, those
components of the classical curriculum
were only touched upon. Public school did
have challenging advanced placement science courses in high school, though. From a
faith perspective, our church was small, and
none of the kids from youth group went to
public school. Though there were great people and families at school, godliness was not
a priority. Development of godly character,
though taught at home, was not reinforced
at school, which was confusing as a kid.
Although God’s children are supposed to be salt and light in the world, I realize now how crucial it is to have a strong
foundation in one’s own faith before navigating conflicting worldviews day in and
day out.
Had you known of classical education before joining the Academy?
We learned of classical education in 2010
when we started looking for alternatives to
public school. We had moved into a great
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school district in Illinois, thinking we would
send our kids to public school. One morning, we dropped Abigail off at preschool, and
we mentioned something about God being
with her after entering the preschool building. Abigail gasped and said, “Mommy, you
can’t say that. You can’t talk about God like
that in here”. We realized we needed to send
our kids to a Christian school, because we
never wanted them to be ashamed or reprimanded for using God’s name respectfully.
We started looking for schools in the area
and were blown away by a Classical Christian School in Naperville. When we toured
the school, the students in sixth grade were
comparing writings from Josephus (in Latin) to the correlating Biblical account (in
English). Students in second grade demonstrated their mastery of the periodic elements, and third graders discussed the cycle of sin/judgment/repentance/restoration
with the Israelites. We loved how the curriculum used a Biblical worldview as a lens for
learning about God’s creation and how the
connections between different subjects still
intertwined, thus reinforcing one another.
What do you see as the critical component
of a good education?
When there is a strong parent/teacher relationship, then true progress can be made.
We entrust our children with people who
have an incredible influence on them every
day, so we need to know that they are learning truth, and that they are developing a love
of learning. Though there may be minor details that don’t line up, as long as the overall
goals are the same, we are all moving in the
same direction. Our kids have fun learning
at school. The teachers reinforce textbook
work with games and hands-on activities. It
helps students who tend to learn differently,
and the kids are challenged without being
discouraged.
How does education impact you & your
children’s faith?
Whatever environment an individual is in
will undoubtedly have an impact on him or
her, for better or worse. Since there are

more hours in a day spent at school than
home, we want our children to spend the
bulk of their day with godly influences, both
teachers and students, to reinforce what is
being taught in the home.
We have great discussions about faith
because of what our kids learn in school. For
example, in third grade, the kids are studying Exodus and how the Israelites turned
their backs on God in the desert, grumbling
and complaining despite clear displays of
God’s power through miracles. Because of
the overlap of Exodus in Bible and Egypt
in history, the kids have a cultural context
to view God’s word, which enriches their
learning experiences and fortifies their understanding. As parents, it gives us the opportunity to help the kids apply what they
learn in school to our lives now, like how we
all complain at times we should be grateful
for God’s provision in our lives.
Being part of a community with
like-minded families allows the kids to live
out their faith without having it contradicted by teachers, curriculum, or other students. They are truly being trained up in the
way they should go, from a 360-degree perspective, but they are also being prepared
to handle the pressures of life outside of
school.
Describe what you’d love to see your children becoming. What do you hope they’ll
know about you as parents?
We want our children to have a strong relationship with Jesus, be disciplined in thought
and behavior, have godly hearts and a love
of learning, and to think for themselves.
Ultimately, we want them to discover what
God has planned for them and to pursue it
with courage and faith.
Our children can always count on our
support, and any guidance we give will always have their best interests in mind. We
want them to know how unconditionally
loved they are. Though we remind them
as often as possible that they are truly a gift
from God, we hope they can see what a joy
it is to be their parents.
The Tutor | 9

Inventing the
Wheel

Understanding the Core
Elements of Classical Education
DAVID SEIBEL

You have probably been sitting in a meeting when someone
says, “Well, let’s not reinvent the wheel here.”

T

This phrase traces back to the 1970s and was
frequently used in business and advertising
settings. To reinvent the wheel means to
waste one’s time trying to solve a problem
that has already been solved by someone
else. An invention already exists, so expending resources on a solved problem is a waste
of effort.
The invention of the wheel changed
the trajectory of human history and really
got things rolling for mankind (pun intended). But the wheel also serves as a useful way
to describe an education, more specifically a
Classical Christian Education (CCE). I don’t
want to reinvent the wheel here, but I would
like to use the parts of the wheel as a means
of progressing you, the reader, in your understanding of CCE. The components: the
hub of enculturation, the spokes of curriculum, and the rim of school atmosphere.

THE HUB
Education is enculturation in the
truth, not behavior manipulation.
One’s beliefs about the nature of education
and the nature of a child will determine the
direction and delivery of the entire educational enterprise. These core beliefs form
the hub, the central part of the wheel that
attaches it to the axle. If the hub breaks,
progress becomes impossible. Likewise, if
you get this part of the educational enterprise wrong, you have poisoned the well,
and those who drink will be infected.
As John Piper says, we study the great
books in light of the Great book for the Great
Commission. As we study Plato, Pythagoras,
and Aristotle, we put them in conversation
with Peter, Paul, and the other apostles. The
Scriptures are the measuring rod by which
we evaluate the entire range of human experience in the world. An education that
does not admit to using a measuring rod is
one that sees man as his own measure.

In CCE, we believe that any society
that sees man as his own measure is preparing to disintegrate. We do not see children
as pencils to be sharpened, bags to be filled,
or blank pages to be written upon. In the
most profound sense, a child is an heir of
the King and ought to be treated as royalty –
created for glory, fallen in Adam, redeemed
in Christ, perfected in eternity.
Our view of the child, our biblical anthropology, guides CCE in all educational
decisions. Behaviorism sees children as animals to be conditioned by punishments and
rewards for societal gain.
CCE proposes an alternative. We constantly ask how something will affect children. For example, instead of utilizing apps
and cardboard traffic lights to track good
and bad student behavior, we purposefully

“In the most profound sense, a child
is an heir of the King and ought to be
treated as royalty – created for glory,
fallen in Adam, redeemed in Christ,
perfected in eternity.”
train our students in the habits of the heart:
attention, obedience, respect, and responsibility. As Christian educators, we believe
that the heart of the problem is the problem
of the heart. Thus, real change must travel
through the pathway of the heart.

THE SPOKES
What you teach, how you teach, &
how you assess strengthens the mind,
awakens the heart, & equips the
whole person.
The spokes of the wheel connect the hub
with the outer rim, providing structural integrity. Similarly, all schools have a
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curriculum (what’s taught), a pedagogy (how
it’s taught), and an assessment strategy (how
it’s measured). The school is not ultimately judged by what the teachers teach, but
by what the students learn. To say you have
taught, but the student has not learned, is
like saying that you have sold, but no one
has purchased. Teachers ought to have a
passion for their subject and compassion for
their students.
In modern education, the curriculum,
instruction, and assessments are perfectly
designed to atrophy the imagination, waste
away all sense of wonder, and euthanize a
love for learning. Behaviorism drives this
destruction. This theory that human and
animal behavior can be explained in terms
of conditioning, without appeal to thoughts
or feelings, is structurally integrated into
all curriculum decisions. As an example,
when one compares a modern reading list
for middle school students to one from
1908, three current priorities immediately
emerge: popularity, political interest, and
accessibility. Consider the first paragraph of
a modern historical fiction book Nothing But
the Truth from 1992:
“Coach Jamison saw me in the hall and
said he wanted to make sure I’m trying
out for the track team! Said my middle
school gym teacher told him I was really
good! Then he said that with me on the
Harrison High team, we have a real shot
at being county champs. Fantastic!!!!!! He
wouldn’t say that unless he meant it. Have
to ask folks about helping me get new
shoes. Newspaper route won’t do it all. But
Dad was so excited when I told him what
Coach said that I’m sure he’ll help.”
Compare this excerpt to the first paragraph
of Longfellow’s Evangeline from 1847:
“This is the forest primeval. The murmuring pines and the hemlocks, bearded with
moss and in garments green, indistinct in
the twilight, stand like Druids of eld, with
voices sad and prophetic, stand like harpers hoar, with beards that rest on their
bosoms. Loud from its rocky caverns, the
deep-voiced neighboring ocean speaks,

and in accents disconsolate answers the
wail of the forest.”
The differences in these paragraphs
illuminate the difference between the priorities of classical versus modern education.
The first paragraph from 1992 is simple,
casual, and directly connected to the student’s world, while the second paragraph
from 1847 is complex, formal, and requires
the student to enter the author’s world to
understand. One approach is controlled by
what is popular and expedient, while the
other is controlled by what is true and good.

THE RIM
The atmosphere of a school can
strengthen or weaken virtue.
The rim is the outermost part of the wheel
and supports the rubber tire wrapped
around it. In schools, this is the atmosphere
of the school.

“Modern education is perfectly designed to euthanize a
love for learning.”
By marginalizing faith in the public
sphere, government schools make Christ
irrelevant, Christian living immaterial, and
virtue formation invisible. With CCE, the atmosphere motivates students to enjoy order
and appreciate beauty. For example, rather
than developing one’s own style through
clothing, CCE challenges students to develop their own style in less superficial manners and prioritizes the community over
the self through school uniforms. Moreover,
CCE students are expected to serve, not just
be served. Most CCE schools have guilds or
a house system where they are grouped with
students from all grades. The older students
read books to the younger students in their
guild or do service projects with them. This
develops mentors within the student body
that the younger children learn to imitate.
Guilds, uniforms, and many other mechanisms deliver the core beliefs of the CCE
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“With CCE, the atmosphere motivates students to enjoy order and
appreciate beauty”
school into the daily atmosphere.
Think back to your most impactful teachers from school. Mine was Dr.
Jaen-Portillo. She made me believe I could
speak another language, even though I was
from a rural community. She had a presence, an atmosphere, about her that was
contagious to her students. Her beliefs, behaviors, and values impacted me in subtle
ways. I have forgotten much of what she has
taught me, but I do remember her impact
on me. In CCE, the teachers are the living
curriculum. We hire teachers that are effective not just in scholarship but also in cultivating an atmosphere of Christian discipleship.

REINVENTING THE WHEEL
So now we come to the tire itself, the ultimate result of the components working
together. According to modern educational models, the tire is the specific applications of education, the real-world job skills
that make money. In CCE, these specialized skills represent the icing on the cake.
They are the final application of the body of
knowledge that has been learned. Although
they are not central, they hold an important
place in the curriculum. At the end of the
day, CCE students may be the most wellequipped to move the wheel forward!

One’s beliefs
about the nature
of education and
the nature of a
child will
determine the
direction and
delivery of the
entire
educational
enterprise.
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Teacher Feature
Mrs. Danielle Weirich
on the nature and
cultivation of a lifelong
learning spirit
Mrs. Weirich has served as the seventh & eighth
grade teacher at Coram Deo Academy since 2017.
After graduating with a B.A. in History from
Patrick Henry College, Danielle chose to continue her life-long learning through teaching. Her
passion as a teacher in the Coram Deo School of
Logic is to “turn heads” toward the perennial
truth that God has chosen to reveal about Himself
through and to His creation.

learning. Growing up a voracious reader, I
saw the world through many eyes – and the
views were never precisely the same. The
conversations between authors were sometimes harmonic, sometimes dissonant.
So I would ask, what is the truth? Finding
the truth of a matter, I found, takes a lot of
work, and a lot of conflict. To learn, in other
words, is a matter of patience and tenacity.

What’s the most important thing you do in
a day?

Learning with patience and tenacity,
however, is not sufficient in Christian education. Truth should be
not only discovered
but also shared. My
undergraduate education at Patrick Henry
College gave me ample opportunities to
engage students and
teachers in the process
of answering the question, “So what is the
truth?” Collecting, debating, and persuading – all were intrinsic parts of building
a coherent system of
beliefs within a community of learners.

My most important
moments are spent
building relationships.
Whether at home or
school, the journey of
lifelong learning for
me has always been
about
relationship
with God and with the
people around me.
What’s your educational
background?
How has it shaped
your thoughts as a
teacher?
My educational background has always
been distinctly Christian, classical, and parent-directed. In my earlier years, my parents
actively took ownership of my education.
In fact, they spearheaded the renaissance of
home education to preserve the right of all
parents to direct their children’s education.
As a student learning primarily at home, my
education walked a classical path of restful

As a teacher at Coram Deo Academy,
I desire to “turn heads” toward the perennial
truth God has chosen to reveal about Himself through and to His creation. With the
irreplaceable support of the parents, I seek
to engage students who grow in patience,
tenacity, and persuasiveness, students who
become sturdy and lifelong learners.
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What brought you to Coram Deo and what
encourages you to stay?
I’m at Coram Deo for the same reason parents are at Coram Deo: our children! I want
my children to be raised in a community
that encourages them both academically
and spiritually. For that reason, I sought a
classical Christian school to help provide
that community. Teaching allows me to
leverage my hands-on, parent-directed, academically rigorous background to build
that community as both a parent & teacher.
What’s an activity or experience you share
with your students that’s unique to your
classroom?
In my classroom, students spend a great deal
of time learning how to think through ideas
or events using Aristotle’s common topics:
definition, comparison, circumstance, relation, and testimony. Students who learn to
ask themselves these questions, which are
“common” to all “topics,” move rapidly toward lifelong, independent learning.
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Is there a concept or theme across the
courses you teach that you want students
to remember?
Of course, but the problem is limiting myself
to one! A few of the ideas that I hear myself
echoing include: “Every man is a student,
and every man a teacher,” “Fear of man is
the enemy of learning,” and “The wise man
discerns the principle from its application.
Seek the former, & respect the latter.”
What advice do you have for families who
have just learned about CCE?
The direction of your children’s education
is the holiest of tasks. As the Shema exhorts, “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God,
the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD
your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your might. And these
words that I command you today shall be
on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children” (Deuteronomy 6).
Surround your children with people who
love God and love learning!
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