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Sacred 
Christmas

Crafting Sacred Space in a 
Hectic Time

JEN HUTSON



A
A baby cries out and is hushed. In the qui-
et, a donkey brays and stamps its foot in the 
scattered hay. A lone flame trembles in the 
wind and a weary young mother studies the 
face of her child, her Savior. She is both kept 
and lost in the holy moment. 

 Suddenly, the sound of a lightsaber 
splits the quiet, and Darth Vader appears to 
announce the birth of Christ!

 What? This story seems absurd! Darth 
Vader appears as a sharp interruption to the 
birth of Christ. But, during our typical Ad-
vent, this is often how we tell the story to 
our children: with commercialism and busy 
schedules. Star Wars advent calendars aren’t 
inherently wrong. But we shortchange our 
children if our only presentation of Christ-
mas is a branded one. In a world where Dis-
ney has trademarked Advent, how do we 
create sacred space in the lives of our chil-
dren for Christmas?

REFLECTING ON ADVENT

Advent comes from the Latin word adven-
tus, meaning “coming.” Advent calls Chris-
tians to a time of reflection and preparation. 
We remember with thankfulness Christ’s 
first coming, and we also look with antici-
pation for when he returns to set all things 
right. “O Come, O Come Emmanuel,” we 
sing. Advent is not looking only to the in-
fant Christ, but also to the Christ seated at 
the right hand of God the Father.

 While there are many ideas and ritu-
als to create space for this sacred reflection, 
ranging from easy to elaborate, doing so is 
not a complicated task. If you recall a mo-
ment when you encountered the eternal, 
the setting likely included only a few sim-
ple elements, such as candles, a song, a place 
in creation, or a piece of artwork. Consider 
such experiences in preparing for Advent.

 The following is a list of practical 
ways you can cultivate sacred space for your 
family during Advent. Although not exhaus-
tive, it will hopefully provide a helpful start-
ing point.
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A Simple Start
 If you’re not sure where to begin, start 
simple. Dim the lights, set out candles, and 
have your family speak in quiet tones. Let 
your children take turns lighting or snuffing 
out the candles. Our boys experience a pal-
pable excitement when we watch the nativ-
ity of our German pyramid spin around in 
the heat of the flames. While unable to ar-
ticulate the feeling, the boys sense a mystery 
and holiness at the moment as we usher our 
family into the presence of God.

Advent Readings
 A daily reading appears daunting, but 
you only need ten minutes from your eve-
ning routine. Craft an appropriate rhythm 
for your family, or follow this suggestion: 
dim the lights and light the candles, read 
a passage, say a prayer, extinguish the can-
dles, and exit the room quietly. 

 You can purchase a myriad of books 
with daily advent readings or find stories 
or Scripture readings online. You can also 
purchase a candle set such as a German 
pyramid, angel chimes, or a cradle-to-cross 
wreath. Make your own Advent wreath as a 
family, or simply set out a variety of can-
dles you already own. If you have squirre-
ly children, staple paper to make an Advent 
book and have your children draw a pic-
ture as they listen to each reading. Alternate 
reading from a children’s Bible, or have the 
smallest child ring a bell to begin and end 
the sacred advent time.

Crèche (Nativity Scene)
 A nativity set can create a place of re-
flection or anticipation in your home. Many 
styles are available to buy, or you can paint 
an unfinished set as a family. If you usually 
place baby Jesus in the stable immediately, 
try putting him away until Christmas morn-
ing. The change may spark conversation. 

 Each year, as you arrange the nativ-
ity, you can read the story of Christ’s birth. 
As an adaptation, have younger children use 
the nativity to act out the story as you read.



Done well, Advent should feel countercultural, like 
swimming upstream in a river of Amazon boxes.  

Advent Calendar
 Calendars come in every type. They 
are opened daily and used as a countdown 
till Christmas Day. If Darth Vader is on the 
other side of the door, remember to take 
time and connect to what’s true.

Ornaments
 Chrismons and the Jesse Tree are 
easy ways to incorporate your Christmas 
tree into the practice of Advent. Chrismon 
means “symbol of Christ” and includes sym-
bols from the Bible and the early church. 
Discuss the significance behind one Chris-
mon each day of Advent and hang it on your 
tree. Older children can choose a favorite 
and research the meaning to share with the 
family. 

 Similarly, the Jesse tree uses orna-
ments to teach about the people, prophe-
cies, and events leading up to Jesus’ birth. 
The ornaments connect the story of God in 
the Old Testament to the Advent season and 
the faithfulness of God across four thou-
sand years of history. If you buy unfinished 
Chrismons and Jesse Tree ornaments, have 
your youngest children decorate one each 
night while you discuss it. The smallest child 
can choose where to hang each on the tree.

Discussion & Prayer
  Discussion and prayer can be a daily 
or weekly part of your Advent season. For 
example, learn about the many titles of Je-
sus in the Bible. As part of this study, explain 
why Emmanuel means “God with Us,” then 
give young children magazines to collage 
pictures showing ways they feel close to 
God. Older children can create an Advent 
journal and write their responses to each 
lesson or keep a prayer journal for the fami-
ly. Use Christmas cards to begin praying for 
others, or choose a person or place weekly.
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Church Services
 Advent is a great time to be ecumen-
ical. If your church doesn’t offer a weekly 
Advent service, try visiting one at a local 
church or a friend’s congregation. Also, look 
for a Lessons & Carols service, which pairs 
music with Scripture to tell the story of sal-
vation.

Music
 Music can be central to Advent. If 
you’re a musical family, print a few hymns 
or carols and sing them as a family. The 
youngest children can bang a drum or shake 
some bells. Listen to music during your re-
flection or play it in the background. Don’t 
rely solely on contemporary versions. Lo-
cate hymns or carols sung by a church choir 
to give an added gravitas to the music.

FIND THE SPACE AND PACE

If you choose to begin an Advent practice, 
start with just one. While Pinterest has a 
lifetime’s worth of Christ-centered activ-
ities, proceed with caution. Evaluate your 
choices: Do they create sacred space for 
your family, and do they set a holy pace for 
the season? Done well, Advent should feel 
countercultural, like swimming upstream in 
a river of Amazon boxes. Your family should 
notice a slowing and find in that place antic-
ipation, not just for Christmas, but for what 
comes beyond!



Matthew Lorentz graduated from Coram 
Deo Academy in 2010. He and his wife 
Sarah recently bought their first house in 
downtown Noblesville and are enjoying both 
the atmosphere and the benefits of home-
ownership.

A few weeks ago, we sat down with Matt 
and asked him some questions about his 
time at Coram Deo Academy and how it has 
shaped his life. During our conversation, 
Matt emphasized the 
eye-opening nature 
of classical education 
and how his studies 
showed him his need 
for the Gospel.

When did you real-
ize how much influ-
ence education had 
on your life?

When I transitioned 
to college, and sim-
ilarly to my first job, 
it was clear that my 
classical education had uniquely shaped 
me. It helped me approach my educational, 
social, and spiritual life from a Christ-cen-
tered perspective that I wouldn’t have oth-
erwise.

How did the classical Christian education 
offered at Coram Deo Academy help you 
feel prepared to be a lifelong scholar and 
disciple?

Coram Deo equipped me with the skills to 
be a lifelong learner. When I need to learn 
a new technology for my job, dig into a pas-
sage of Scripture, or change the brakes on
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my car, I probably don’t have the answers, 
but I have a lot of tools to find them.

 As a disciple, obviously studying the 
Bible directly, reading from church fathers, 
and taking classes like Systematic Theology 
built a great foundation of Christian knowl-
edge. I also really appreciate CDA’s focus on 
the humanities, as the time spent studying 
so many historians, philosophers, artists, 
and theologians has given me a compre-

hensive picture of the 
human condition & 
my own deep need 
for Christ. 

 But equally valu-
able are the excellent 
set of role models I 
found in my teachers 
and some older class-
mates.

What did Coram 
Deo Academy teach 
you? What’s your big 
takeaway?

Coram Deo taught me about humanity in 
every class. The Bible tragically yet beau-
tifully paints the picture of man’s position 
before God. Every year of science, art, and 
history deepened my understanding of that 
story and my identity as a sinner in need of 
grace.

What was your favorite aspect of the 
school?

Definitely my teachers. So many could have 
chosen other paths, but instead, they decid-
ed to invest in my fellow students and me. 
Many of them had a passion for their

Profile of the Graduate
Matt Lorentz on a Christ-centered 
education & a Gospel-driven life



subject that still inspires me today. Their 
personalities and their sacrifices took the 
idea of classical education and made it real, 
colorful, and impactful.

What stands out about the relationships 
you developed at Coram Deo? Do you still 
have connections at the school?

I am still friends with many of my classmates 
and teachers from CDA. The relationships I 
have from Coram Deo stand out as edifying 
ones. There are so many wise and full-of-
the-Spirit people in the Coram Deo com-
munity - I praise God that I am a part of it!

In your experience, what has been the 
biggest pitfall of your educational back-
ground? Biggest advantage?

I think being well educated allows me to 
spend less time on the less essential things 
in life. On the other hand, because my ed-
ucation stands head and shoulders above 
others, it is easy for me to believe that I also 
stand head and shoulders above others.

What legacy do you hope to leave with 
your life?

I hope I can bear fruit “a hundredfold” and 
leave my neighbors with a taste of God’s 
love and a witness of his kindness towards 
sinners. God saves broken sinful people, 
and he deserves all our love and worship.

What’s next for you?

I just started a new job at a company called 
Roadtrippers. I’m excited about the start 
of new relationships & the opportunity to 
build something great.
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“Classical education 
helped me approach 

my educational, social, 
& spiritual life from a 

Christ-centered 
perspective.”

“The Bible 
tragically yet 

beautifully paints 
the picture of man’s 

position before 
God. Every year of 

science, art, & 
history deepened 
my understand-
ing of that story 

and my identity as 
a sinner in need of 

grace.”



The best education 
is the education in
the best things.

Charles Spurgeon



Upon meeting Brad and Michelle Schall, two 
things stand out almost instantly: their godly 
character and their love for Coram Deo. Serving 
as a Coram Deo board member and academic 
assistant respectively, Brad and Michelle have 
impacted the school in countless ways. In this 
interview, they share how the classical Christian 
education model has shaped their family.

Tell us about yourselves. How did you and 
your wife meet?

Michelle [my wife] and I [Brad] first met 
when she was in nineth grade and I was in 
eighth grade. During the next several years, 
we dated off and on. However, towards the 
end of Michelle’s senior year at Taylor Uni-
versity, we reconnected for the last time. We 
dated for two years, were engaged for nine 
months, and finally got married in May of 
2003 in Michelle’s parents’ backyard.  

How did you find yourself starting a family 
and living in Indiana?

After Michelle graduated from Taylor Uni-
versity, she moved to Fishers to begin her 
career as a social worker. After my gradua-
tion from Huntington College, I accepted a 
position as a High School Business Teach-
er at Heritage Christian School in the same 
city. Both Michelle and I grew up in Indiana,
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so when we picked a location to start a fami-
ly, central Indiana was a natural choice.

 I now serve as the President/
Co-Owner of Servant HR in Fishers, Indi-
ana. Michelle is a stay-at-home mother and 
part-time Academic Assistant at Coram Deo 
Academy. 

What do you and your wife feel was bene-
ficial about your own education? What was 
lacking? How did both your experiences 
influence your decisions regarding your 
children’s education? 

Michelle and I consider the fact that we de-
veloped a love for lifelong learning to be the 
most beneficial thing about our own educa-
tional experiences. 

 However, our education lacked the 
integration of our faith that we sought. In 
many ways, we felt our educational experi-
ences (public and private) both embodied a 
similar flavor: a largely secular curriculum 
supplemented by Bible classes and chapel 
experiences. As such, we strongly desired for 
our children’s education to  be Christ-cen-
tered, but in a way where faith and learning 
were integrated. After much research, we 
felt Classical Christian Education would ac-
complish this connection most effectively.

Had you known of classical education be-
fore joining the Academy?

Yes. We had uncovered the Classical meth-
od of education when first considering the 
option of homeschooling our children. We 
felt it would most effectively accomplish 
our educational goals for our children in 
that their faith and learning would not be 
segregated.

What drew your family to Coram Deo 
Academy specifically? 

At the time, and still to our knowledge, Co-
ram Deo was the only full-time Classical 
Christian educational experience in Hamil-
ton County. Once we began to interact with 
families and staff, we found the warmth of 
the school community very attractive.

A Family’s Love 
for Learning

A Conversation with
BRAD & MICHELLE SCHALL 



How would you describe “community?” 
What is important to your family about a 
church, a school, etc.? 

We would describe community as “that 
which feels like home.” Michelle and I have 
always desired that our church and school 
communities reinforce the Gospel-centered 
and grace-based environment we promote 
in our home. Coram Deo Academy has pro-
vided this reinforcement through the daily 
classroom synthesis of faith and learning. 

 In addition, the care that has been 
shown for the whole person through Coram 
Deo Academy’s administration, faculty, and 
staff is exceptional.

What stories would you be willing to share 
with us about your family’s time at CDA?

The story we believe best illustrates our 
family’s feelings towards Coram Deo Acad-
emy occurred this past year. Our precious 
first-grade teacher was lost in a single-car 
accident. Her passing was overwhelmingly 
felt throughout the community. 

 However, as the Lord has many times 
throughout the school’s history, He demon-
strated his faithfulness to Coram Deo Acad-
emy. Families banded together, comfort-
ed each other, and supported the staff like 
never before. We were reminded once again 
that Coram Deo is a very special place.

What do you see as the critical component 
of a good education? 

As Aristotle once said, “Educating the mind 
without educating the heart is no education 
at all.” We believe that to educate the heart, 
we must begin and end with the ability to 
see Jesus Christ in all things.

How does education impact you and your 
children’s faith? How does the culture, 
community, and curriculum of a school 
influence an individual’s godliness? 

While at Coram Deo Academy, we have wit-
nessed significant spiritual and emotional
growth in the lives of our children through
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the love of godly teachers. By being a part of 
a Christian community that celebrates vic-
tories and shares burdens together, our faith 
has been deepened. 

 In terms of how the culture, commu-
nity, and curriculum of a school impact an 
individual’s godliness, we think Coram Deo 
Academy’s portrait of a graduate from the 
Parent Handbook sums it up best:
 
 A school should seek “to graduate young 
men and women who, as servants of Christ, are 
equipped spiritually, intellectually, and artis-
tically to engage and shape the culture with the 
claims of the gospel to the glory of God.”

Tell us about your children. What kind of 
learners are they? What are their interests? 
What do they love most about school?

We have a fifth-grade daughter, Towne, and 
a third-grade son, Hudson. They are both 
very diligent learners who love school. Both 
children have also developed strong mem-
orization skills that have benefited them 
greatly within the Classical Christian model. 
 
 Towne’s primary interests are read-
ing a good book, watching a Hallmark mov-
ie with her Dad, and creating. Hudson’s pri-
mary interests include anything related to 
sports, writing, and playing with our dog. 

Describe what you’d love to see your chil-
dren become.
 
We love seeing our children grow in in-
tellect through their education. However, 
more than that, we love seeing them grow 
in godliness through the mentoring they re-
ceive at our school.
 
 When our children look back on their 
childhood, our desire would be that they un-
derstand we intentionally chose Coram Deo 
Academy and thereby Classical Christian 
Education so they would move into adult-
hood well-prepared to declare and display 
the Gospel in a winsome way. We hope they 
will see that by being trained to understand 
what is true and good, it would lead to an 
appreciation for the genuinely beautiful.



Making Room 
for Deeper 
Pleasures

Putting Technology in its 
Proper Place

DAVID SEIBEL



A
“Who do we want to be as a family, and how does [fill in the 

blank] form of technology advance us towards that goal?

Andy Crouch, the author of The Tech-Wise 
Family, offers the above question as an ini-
tial step for putting technology in its proper 
place. This question enables families to de-
termine the primary goal they are pursuing 
together, and the role technology could play 
in that pursuit. 

 Of course, you could also use this 
question to assess the value of any poten-
tial endeavor: purchasing a dog, finishing 
the basement, going to Florida, hosting a 
birthday party, adopting a child, etc. For all 
these examples, the trade-offs are concrete. 
If you decide to visit Florida instead of Indi-
ana Beach for spring break, you are trading 
a good time for a smaller bank account. If 
your family buys a dog, you gain fun mem-
ories and companionship, but you lose un-
interrupted sleep and a fur-free home. In 
these cases, you are well aware of the poten-
tial consequences. 

 But herein lies the heart of the prob-
lem with digital devices: parents are largely 
unaware of the possible outcomes of letting 
devices disciple their children. In light of 
this reality, here are four landmines to avoid 
with technology - and a high-level strategy 
to use it well.

AVOIDING THE LANDMINES

#1: Disconnecting from Community

Jean Twenge, a psychologist at San Di-
ego State University, has written the most 
systematic study about iGen, those chil-
dren born 1995-2012. She ran the datasets, 
conducted the interviews, and voiced her 
concerns in a feature article for the Atlan-
tic titled, “Have Smartphones Destroyed a 
Generation?” This article later became the 
book iGen: Why Today’s Super-Connected Kids 
Are Growing Up Less Rebellious, More Tolerant, 
Less Happy — and Completely Unprepared for 
Adulthood.
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Twenge’s extensive study includes a few 
critical observations about this upcom-
ing generation. iGen’ers are the generation 
most protected by parents. By preference, 
the teenagers among them are the most 
self-cloistered. In other words, iGen teens 
are likely to be homebodies. 

 Unfortunately, iGen is also the lone-
liest generation in America, now more iso-
lated than even the 72-year-old and above 
demographic. Twenge notes that between 
2012-2015, depression rates rose 50% among 
girls and 21% among boys. The normalcy of 
depression and loneliness for the next gen-
eration ought to encourage parents’ height-
ened vigilance.

 Combine this information with re-
cent statistics. The average age for children 

receiving their first smartphone in the U.S. 
has now hit 10.3 years old. Although tech-
nology cannot take the blame for the en-
tirety of iGen’s challenges, its abuse has 
certainly caused these issues to grow. By 
using technology without discernment, we 
have allowed even the youngest children to 
become dependent on devices and discon-
nected from others.

#2: Destroying Imagination

According to a 2014 report from JAMA Pe-
diatrics, “Children under 2 spent about 1.32 
hours per day in front of screens in 1997. In 
2014, the daily amount was 3.05 hours.” This 
increase in screen time brings up another 
point. Visual stimulation, while helpful in 
some cases, can weaken a child’s ability to

“By using technology without 
discernment, we have allowed 
even the youngest children to 

become dependent on devices and 
disconnected from others.”



learn if not used intentionally. Video depen-
dence, or the need for visual stimuli rather 
than auditory content, is an essential ingre-
dient to destroying the active imagination 
of a child. 

 Consider this quote from Douglas 
Wilson’s book Recovering the Lost Tools of 
Learning: 

“One time, our family was seated around 
the dinner table, and I was giving my kids 
the ‘TV-rots-the-brain-talk.’ The example 
I used was something like this: Suppose I 
said that Frodo was running down the hill-
side with a pack of orcs hot after him. How 
many pictures of this scene were there at 
the dinner table? The answer was five be-
cause five minds were imagining it in five 
different ways. 

Now suppose further that we all saw the 
same screen in a movie. How many pic-
tures of the incident are there now? Just 
one. The imagination of the filmmaker 
may be running riot, but the imagination 
of the viewers has been limited.” 

We cannot allow visuals to do all the work 
for children. If you hand your child a crutch 
when they can walk perfectly fine on their 
own, you may be doing more harm than 
good. Consider your family’s goals. Do you 
desire for your children to learn and grow? 
If so, train your child to appreciate other 
mediums of content, rather than relying 
solely on visual stimuli.

#3: Weakening Critical Thinking

While there is an apparent surplus in screen 
time and devices today, there is a nationwide 
famine when it comes to critical thought. For 
example, consider the laws of video produc-
tion. Even for educational purposes, they 
differ drastically from auditory production. 
Neil Postman, author of Amusing Ourselves to 
Death, describes the three commandments 
that all informative videos abide by: 1) Thou 
shalt have no prerequisites. 2) Thou shalt in-
duce no perplexity. 3) Thou shalt avoid ex-
position like the ten plagues of Egypt.
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In other words, the content comes second-
ary to the medium. Because of these un-
spoken rules, the screen has transformed us 
into a sound bite and GIF culture. 

 Authentic learning requires sequence 
and continuity, building knowledge upon 
knowledge. But to satisfy today’s market, 
shows and movies must be able to stand on 
their own. In addition, creators typically 
shy away from content that kids might find 
difficult or unpleasant. As such, many pro-
grams designed to educate children func-
tion as mere entertainment with the veneer 
of learning. 

 What’s the consequence of all this? 
Really, it is the spurning of critical thought 
and reasoned discourse. If your goals for 
your children involve the ability to think for 
themselves and to love learning, consider 
whether their video consumption is condu-
cive to hitting that goal. 

#4: Misordering Priorities

Really, misordered priorities start with the 
parents’ hearts. Once we as parents can 
humbly acknowledge our own device abuse, 
we can turn and help our kids, too. It is dif-
ficult to accept, but the apple doesn’t fall far 
from the tree. As Luke 6:40 says, “The stu-
dent is not above the teacher, but everyone 
who is fully trained will be like their teach-
er.” We parents may not be worthy of imi-
tation in how we use our free time when it 
comes to technology. I am the chief of sin-
ners here, and my screen report is evidence 
to the point.

Parents also need to be careful about how 
they talk about technology. Kids can read 
between the lines. Imagine a mother saying 
to her son, “If the grades come back up, the

“Consider your family’s 
goals. Do you desire for 
your children to learn 

and grow?”



becoming a relentless fundamentalist who 
focuses on the minor issues, as well as a slip-
pery liberal who doesn’t think major issues 
exist. If you are intentionally teaching your 
children God’s Word through reading, sing-
ing, and catechizing, you are well on your 
way to proper priorities.

#2 Deliberate Delays

Our devices are not isolated gadgets. With 
unlimited data and social media, your child 
can access places you would not let him go 
and be with people you would not allow 
him around. I find it concerning that we 
have given even ten-year-olds the freedom 
to utilize technology as they please. When 
putting technology in its proper place in 
your home, consider setting up intentional 
delays to its use.

 Here’s how my wife and I created a 
timeline for introducing our children to 
technology. On a piece of paper, draw a big 
box. Label the left corner “age 0” and the 
right corner “age 18.” Left to right, this now 
represents your child’s first 18 years with 
technology. 

 Now draw stairs diagonally across the 
box. These stairs illustrate points at which 
you’ll introduce new pieces of technology 
to your child. At an early point, you might 
introduce a tablet with coloring and educa-
tional games. One stair up, you introduce 
a tablet with instructional videos. Then at 
some point, you add a family computer to 
the living room for writing projects. Next, 
you allow Google searches for research. 
Perhaps you later introduce Facebook or 
messenger apps to connect with a few select 
friends. And so forth. 

MAKING ROOM

By implementing a strategy that includes 
these principles, you can encourage your 
entire family to use technology responsibly. 
More importantly, putting technology in 
its proper place will enable your family to 
make room for the deeper pleasures of life.

headset can go back on.” Although well-in-
tended, this type of comment can present 
technology as a pleasure worth pursuing, 
while learning is a necessary evil to be en-
dured. 

 To paraphrase Douglas Wilson, we 
should not confuse between restricting de-
vices as a punishment and restricting devic-
es as a discipline. So instead of rewarding 
your child with technology, consider re-
warding them with evenings spent reading 
literature together or exploring the biogra-
phy of a notable historical figure. Such an 
approach, while initially daunting, boasts 
long-term benefits for your family’s growth 
and your children’s learning.

A STRATEGIC SKETCH

The digital age can be exhausting, but it of-
fers unique opportunities for discipleship. 
Of course, discipleship can only occur in the 
context of a mission. Thus, parents should 
set clear goals and priorities for their fami-
lies. Once you have set these goals, consider 
designing a strategy to achieve them that in-
corporates the following two principles.

#1 Digital Discipleship

Technology has not created new sins. It has 
merely emphasized many. An idolatrous 
love of technology is sinful, but the same 
applies to money, music, clothing, etc. Af-
ter all, there is nothing new under the sun. 
Parents have always had to compete for the 
hearts and minds of the next generation. 

 So view this whole situation as an op-
portunity from God for discipleship. Such a 
perspective will prevent you from

“Authentic learning 
requires sequence and 
continuity, not merely 

sound bites.”
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Teacher Feature
Kim Warman on 

connecting the dots of 
learning & encouraging 

students to grow

Mrs. Warman serves as the third grade teacher at 
Coram Deo Academy, having previously taught 
third-sixth graders in Hillsdale and Las Vegas. 
A graduate of Hillsdale College, Kim expresses 
a deep love for working with third grade. As she 
puts it, “They are old enough to express them-
selves well in writing, still color pictures for their 
teacher, and learn all my favorite subjects - in-
cluding Greek Mythology!”

What’s the most important thing you do in 
a day?

I make sure I connect 
with every one of my 
students. Whether it 
is a handshake, hug, 
or high-five, I want 
them to know that I 
see them, care about 
them, and encourage 
their growth.

How has your edu-
cational background 
shaped your teaching?

I am blessed to not 
only have been edu-
cated classically, but I also have a degree in 
English and Classical Education. Growing 
up, my teachers taught me to love learning. 
They inspired me to approach the world 
with a sense of wonder and instilled in me a 
desire to join a community where a love of 
learning flourished. I have definitely found 
that at Coram Deo.

What brought you to Coram Deo?

You mean who: God! My husband and I 
were moving cross-country from Las Vegas, 
and I wanted to continue teaching. When I 
looked for a classical teaching job, I stum-
bled upon the Coram Deo website. I was 
not excited about the idea of teaching at 
a school with so few people and a name I 
couldn’t pronounce, but I applied anyway. 

 Upon speaking with the Head of 
School, I immediately fell in love with the 
curriculum, the integration of faith and 

learning, and the small 
class sizes. I came 
from teaching in a 
classroom with thir-
ty kids, so when I was 
told I would have thir-
teen, I laughed in dis-
belief! God knew what 
I needed.

What encourages you 
to stay?

I stay because I love 
my job. I get up every 
single day excited to 
go to work, excited to 

see my students, and excited to share the joy 
of His truth in my classroom. I am blessed 
by Mr. David Seibel’s supportive leader-
ship, fellow teachers who cheer me and lift 
my spirit, and families who pour into their 
child’s education. I am grateful that God 
brought me to Coram Deo.

How would you describe your personal 
philosophy and approach to education?
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My mission is to reveal Goodness, Truth, & 
Beauty to my students by modeling Christ-
like compassion through the Holy Spirit, 
by separating the light from the darkness 
through Wisdom, and by diffusing joy into 
the community through engaging activities.

What’s an activity or experience you share 
with your students that’s unique to your 
classroom?

Twice a year, I create a fun dance routine 
for a fun Christian song. We spend a month 
practicing for our performance. The stu-
dents are always enthusiastic, and it teaches 
them to work together as a team. 

Is there a concept or theme across the 
courses you teach that you want students 
to remember?

“Be joyful always, pray without ceasing, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” - 1 Thes-
salonians 5:16-18

What advice do you have for families who 
have just learned about CCE?

Classical Christian education is a process 
that happens over many years. It takes time 
to form habits and loves in a child. It is hard 
work, but it pays off. 

 I remember when I first started at-
tending a CCE school in seventh grade. I 
was so frustrated by all the work I had to do 
and didn’t understand why I had to do it. But 
two years later, I sat in a ninth-grade Bible 
class thinking, “Oh! That’s what I learned in 
seventh grade!” Not long after, I was able to 
interconnect many of my classes, and a love 
for learning grew deep within me. 

 It really changed my life to see how 
my history lesson could connect with oth-
er subjects. So I try to make connections in 
my classroom regularly to help my third 
graders understand how God purposefully 
planned an ordered universe that is unified 
and connected. It is a joy to see their faces 
light up in these moments.

The Tutor

EDITOR
Paige Deaton

EDITION CONTRIBUTORS
David Seibel
Jen Hutson
Brad & Michelle Schall
Kim Warman
Matt Lorentz

SOURCES
Andy Crouch The Tech-Wise Family, 
2017
Jean Twenge iGen, 2017
JAMA Pediatrics Assessment of Screen 

Exposure in Young Children, 2018
Douglas Wilson Recovering the Lost 

Tools of Learning, 1991
Neil Postman Amusing Ourselves to 

Death, 2005

CONTACT INFO
Phone: (317) 844-4224
E-mail: info@coramdeo-in.com
Web: coramdeo-in.com
Coram Deo Academy
651 W Main St
Carmel, IN 46032

This Christmas edition is dedicated 
to Knox Seibel



The Tutor
Coram Deo Academy
651 W Main St, Carmel, IN 46032

2020-2021 Enrollment Now Open
Apply Today

We exist to assist parents in their duty of biblically training 
their children by offering distinctly Christ-centered &  

Classical academic instruction.  
Your student will flourish here.

Apply Online
at coramdeo-in.com


